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RECTAL POLYPI. 
BY C. J. WALTON, M. D. 


Mr. S., aged fifty years, called upon me 
in January, 1880, stating that for several 
years he had been suffering from piles. 
That he was tormented day and night with 
griping and a desire to go to stool, and that 
he was subject to discharges of blood after 
each evacuation of the bowels; but that 
there was no swelling around the anus, his 
case being, as he thought, one of inter- 
nal piles. He had applied to a number 
of physicians, and each had treated him 
for piles without giving him the slightest 
relief. I told him that the symptoms de- 
tailed indicated polypus and not piles. 
Upon introducing my finger, I found, at 
the distance of about four inches up the 
rectum, a zone of seven polypi from three 
fourths to one and one fourth inches in 
length. After about three days I called 
to see him for the purpose of operating for 
their removal, assuring him that I could 
relieve him. After clearing the bowels 
with an enema of warm soap-suds, I intro- 
duced an anal speculum to bring the tu- 
mors into view, but the flow of blood and 
pus was so great that I could not see the 
rectal walls. I withdrew the speculum, 
as hemorrhage became more and more 
profuse the longer it remained. I then in- 
troduced the index finger of the left hand, 
and guided along its palmar surface a 
long-beaked polypus forceps, seizing and 
removing one polypus after another until I 
had taken away seven. The pedicles of two 
were still remaining, but the hemorrhage 
was so free that I then made no further at- 
tempt at their removal. I called again in 
a week and completed the operation. 

Since this time I have had to repeat the 
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operation thrice, at intervals of about eight 
months, each time giving perfect relief until 
their return. After each operation the pa- 
tient grows stout and robust, being able to 
do hasd work with ease. Each crop seems to 
be more abundant and accompanied with a 
more copious discharge of blood and pus. 
The growths are confined to a small zone 
of the rectum, and each new crop is softer 
and more friable than the preceding. At 
the last operation many of them were easily 
broken down and removed with the finger. 

I at first feared that the disease was malig- 
nant; but, from the speedy and apparently 
complete recovery of the patient after each 
removal of the growths and the rapid gain 
in flesh and strength, I feel satisfied that it 
is not. I directed strong injections of car- 
bolic acid, after the last operation, with the 
hope of making a radical cure. The dis- 
ease is now again so far advanced that an- 
other operation is necessary, and Iam much 
in need of a remedy that will prevent the 
return of the tumors. 

I have found in a practice of thirty-four 
years, in both civil life and military service, 
that polypus of the rectum has been of rare 
occurrence, since I have diagnosed and 
treated only two cases during that time. 
My first case was a married lady, aged 
thirty-eight years, the mother of two chil- 
dren. She represented that for fifteen years 
she had suffered greatly from griping at 
each evacuation of the bowels, and that 
she felt at each time as though she could 
not completely empty the bowels. She sup- 
posed that she had piles, and had been 
treated by several physicians for hemor- 
rhoids. I told her that I thought her mis- 
taken as to the nature of her disease, and 
that I would not treat her without a thor- 
ough understanding of the case. A few 
days after this I called to see her, and after 
moving the bowels with an enema, I made 
a digital examination and found two polypi 
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about two and one half inches above the 
verge of the anus, each about one and one 
fourth of an inch in length, and attached to 
the rectal wall by asmall pedicle. These had 
made life a burden to her for fifteen years. 

I placed her in the recumbent position, 
and requested her to strain, as if at stool, 
which action enabled me to reach the 
tumors. I seized them with a forceps, one at 
a time, and, throwing a ligature around the 
base of each, clipped them off with scissors. 
I visited her some three or four days after 
this, when she informed me that she was 
perfectly well and comfortable, and from 
that day forward she has never had a symp- 
tom of the disease, being cheerful, happy, 
and in excellent health. 

My object in reporting these cases is to 
call attention to a troublesome affection 
which may be easily and promptly relieved, 
but which I believe is often overlooked, not 
only because of the similarity of some of its 
symptoms to those of piles, but also because 
of the delicacy which some physicians feel 
relative to the exploration of the rectum. 

A more careful examination of the rectal 
tract by the general practitioner, in all cases 
of supposed internal hemorrhoids, would 
doubtless add materially to the statistics of 
rectal polypus, and enable the physician to 
relieve by a simple operation a disease at- 
tended by very distressing symptoms, which 
if too long neglected or mistreated may ruin 
the health and ultimately destroy the life of 
the patient. 

MUNFORDVILLE, Ky. 





OOLD, HOT, AND WARM APPLICATIONS 
IN THE TREATMENT OF DISEASES 
OF THE EYE. 


BY J. MORRISON RAY, M. D. 
House Surgeon to the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital. 


When casually considered, these agents 
may seem of but little importance, not likely 
to do harm, and capable of little good. 
But a more careful study will show that in 
the hands of those ignorant of their value 
or indications they may become most dan- 
gerous agents, and that when judiciously 
applied they rank among the most effective 
remedies in the treatment of many affec- 
tions of the eyes. The exact indications 
for the use of these agents are not always 
plain, since it is often the case that in two 
patients suffering from the same disease 
the remedy which would do good in the 
one might do harm in the other. 
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In acute catarrhal inflammations of the 
conjunctiva frequent bathing of the eyes 
with cold water, or, in more severe cases, the 
application of iced cloths* will often give 
prompt relief, and may effect a cure. As 
a rule, however, better results will be ob- 
tained if a mild astringent, such as alum or 
zinci sulph. (gr. ii-iv-3j), or the solution 
recommended by Dr. Agnew, be used as 
supplementary to the cold applications.t 

The lids being everted, the solution is 
sprayed, by means of Davidson’s hand 
atomizer, on the conjunctiva. This may be 
done several times a day. Besides acting 
as an astringent, the solution thoroughly 
cleanses the conjunctival surface of all se- 
cretions. 

In gonorrheal ophthalmia or in ophthal- 
mia neonatorum, where the inflammation 
runs high, the discharges being thick and 
copious, and the lids swollen and tense, the 
methodical application of ice cloths, day 
and night, with frequent cleansing of the 
conjunctiva by means of pure water, or 
preferably a saturated solution of boric 
acid, will often check destructive processes, 
and give the patient relief from the pain. 
If the disease has not run a severe course, 
or is on the decline, a milder form of the 
same treatment will suffice. If the inflam- 
mation does not readily yield to this treat- 
ment, astringents, or very mild caustics, are 
indicated. 

In the conditions just cited the applica- 
tion of fomentations or poultices would be 
followed by the most serious consequences, 
permanent injury to, or destruction of the 
cornea being a common result. 

A report of the following case will serve 
to show the pernicious effect of fomenta- 
tion in the affections above named: 

Mrs. D., aged forty, nurse, recently came 
under Dr. Webster’s care at the Manhattan 
Eye and Ear Hospital. She had been 
nursing a child with ophthalmia neonatorum, 
and accidentally got some of the secretion 
into one of her own eyes. The next day 
the eye was somewhat inflamed, and she 
consulted a physician, who ordered her to 
keep it clean and to use an astringent wash. 
But, as it did not progress as rapidly as 
she expected, she took the treatment into 
her own hands, and applied fomentations 
of tea-leaves, keeping them up for several 
days. As the eye continued to grow worse, 


*Take a lump of ice the size of a brick and place on it 
bits of linen two inches square. When they get cold trans- 
fer to eye, and then again to ice when they become warm. 

+Ac. tannici, sodz biborat, each ten grains; glycerine, one 
dram; aq. camphorz, ad, one ounce. Filter. To be used in 
connection with the cold application. 
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she presented herself to Dr. Webster for 
treatment. At this time it was found that 
the entire cornea was hazy from infiltration ; 
the conjunctiva discharged a thick purulent 
secretion, and in the lower and outer seg- 
ment perforation of the cornea and prolapse 
of the iris had taken place. She was ad- 
mitted to the hospital, and the eye ordered 
to be kept clean by bathing every fifteen min- 
utes with a saturated solution of boric acid. 
In a few days the discharge was checked, and 
the patient left the hospital; but the entire 
cornea was opaque, showing several small per- 
forations, with a tendency to staphylomatous 
bulging at its lower part. All useful sight 
in the eye had been destroyed. This is only 
one among many cases of the kind which 
are seen too frequently at our hospitals and 
clinics. Such cases are a sad comment- 
ary on the misuse of poultices and fomenta- 
tions, and serve to show that it is only by 
the constant application of cold to check 
the inflammatory process, and, by frequent 
cleansing of the conjunctival surface, that 
we can expect a recovery in such cases 
without the impairment or loss of sight. 

In the first stage of granular conjunctivitis, 
where there is much inflammation, iced 


cloths are useful, checking inflammation to 


some extent and allaying irritation. Later 
on, when this condition becomes chronic, 
with its characteristic hard trachoma gran- 
ule, there being very little inflammatory 
action present, hot water is often beneficial, 
and may even be curative. By frequent 
applications a certain amount of irritation 
is aroused, accompanied by a swelling of 
the conjunctiva and a softening of the tra- 
chomatous masses, which tend to hasten 
their absorption. ‘This can be so regulated 
as to keep up a continuous slight irritation, 
and thus often a rapid disappearance of the 
granulations, without even the use of caus- 
tics, which have a tendency to cause cica- 
tricial contraction of the conjunctiva, fol- 
lowed by all the bad symptoms incident to 
this condition, trichiasis, eutropion, etc. 

In acute inflammations of the cornea, 
especially when due to traumatism, iced 
cloths often give great relief by allaying the 
pain and limiting the inflammation. In phlyc- 
tenular keratitis accompanied by photopho- 
bia, which is often seen in badly nourished 
children, the dropping of iced water on 
the exposed cornea has been recommended. 
I have recently seen a case which demon- 
strates the efficacy of this treatment to a 
marked degree. ‘The child had been treated 
by other methods for some time without any 
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apparent benefit. Under the use of iced 
water, dropped on the forcibly exposed cor- 
nea, the improvement was remarkable. 

In necrosis of the cornea, occurring in stru- 
mous children, non-inflammatory in origin, 
and without any conjunctival irritation, our 
chief reliance is in the persistent use of fo- 
mentations made of chamomile flowers or 
poppy-heads. 

In abscess of the cornea, accompanied 
by hypopyon, or the formation and deposit 
of pus in the anterior chamber, fomentations 
allay the pain and promote the absorption 
of the pus. In that form of ulcer of the 
cornea called serpiginous, occurring at its 
margin as an ulcerated band with irregular 
edges with a tendency to spread circumfer- 
encially (a condition often seen in old, feeble, 
and debilitated subjects), and accompanied 
by considerable conjunctival irritation and a 
deep ciliary injection, with often excessive 
pain and photophobia, rapid improvement 
sometimes follows the application of heat, 
moist or dry. ‘The latter is to be preferred 
if the former produces much swelling of the 
lids or edema of conjunctiva. The hot 
applications may be supplemented by a sol. 
of sulph. eserine (gr. 4%-gr. j-3j) dropped 
in eye several times a day. This is often 
used with marked benefit. Careful atten- 
tion must be given to hygienic surroundings. 
Exercise im open air several times a day 
should be enjoined, during which the eyes 
must be protected from bright light by means 
of colored glasses. 

The above treatment, if carried out prop- 
erly, has often succeeded in cases where 
incision of the base of the ulcer (Soemiesch’s 
incision) has failed. In interstitial keratitis 
hot fomentations assiduously applied, their 
effect being carefully watched, together with 
frequent instillations of atropine, are suf- 
ficient to allay the pain and ciliary irritation. 
In suppuration of the cornea after cataract, 
extraction, especially if it be in a weak and 
debilitated subject, heat in some form is 
always serviceable. ‘There is generally con- 
siderable chemosis of the conjunctiva and 
swelling of lids, and in this condition dry 
heat would seem to be indicated. These 
eyes are, however, usually doomed, and iced 
cloths often tend to limit the inflammatory 
condition; but if this be once fully estab- 
lished, the hot water will promote the sup- 
purative process which ultimately terminates 
in phthisis bulbi. 

In iritis, atropine to dilate the pupil pre- 
venting adhesions and putting the eye at 
rest, and the frequent application of hot 
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water to allay the pain and ciliary neural- 
gia make an excellent treatment. 

Frequently a Turkish bath has a marked 
effect on these cases. I have often seen a 
pupil dilate under atropine just after a 
Turkish bath, which before would give no 
response to the drug, no matter how persist- 
ently applied. Traumatic iritis is the only 
form which will bear the application of cold, 
and in this the patients often prefer heat, 
especially if there is a suppurative process 
going on in the part. 

In inflammation of the deeper tunics of the 
eye, if accompanied by much ciliary irrita- 
tion or neuralgia, hot water will be agreeable 
and often beneficial. Insympathetic inflam- 
mations hot poultices of flaxseed or bread 
and milk continuously applied for some 
time has been said to be followed by good 
effects. Ayers reports a case in which poul- 
tices were used almost continuously for four 
months and with marked improvement in 
the condition of the eye. In inflammation 
of the circumocular fibrous and cellular 
tissue, cold continuously applied for hours 
at a time will tend to diminish the heat and 
swelling of the part and relieve the pain. 
If it be desired to expedite the suppura- 
tive process, which often can not be pre- 
vented, hot water would bein order. It can 
be seen from what has been said that no 
strict rules or rigid laws can be laid down as 
to the use of these agents. Potent for good 
in one case, they may produce the opposite 
effect in another suffering from a similar 
condition. It would seem that the follow- 
ing would be indications for their use in gen- 
eral: In acute inflammations, followed by 
much elevation of temperature or swelling 
of the part, or in any condition where a les- 
sening of the vascular action is required, 
cold in some form, dry or moist, intermit- 
tent or continuous, is indicated, and gener- 
ally gives the required relief. Where an in- 
crease in the blood-supply of a part is de- 
sired, or when the vitality is threatened 
by a slow necrotic rather than an inflam- 
matory process, heat in some one of its 
modes of application is clearly indicated. 

New YORK. 





ScotcH Eruics.—The Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal Society of Aberdeen has elected Dr. 
Archibald Reith as President for the ensu- 
ing year. This is the more remarkable as 
Dr. Reith is a homeopath, and was formally 
one of the physicians of the Royal Infirm- 
ary. Several years ago, he was forced to 
resign his physicianship.— British Med. Jour. 
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Miscellany, 


“IN air, in water, and in earth, upspring 
A thousand bursting germs; in dry and damp, 
In warm and cold—all things are full of life.”’ 
Goéthe’s Faust. 


New ANESTHETIC Mixture.—Dr. Byrd, 
of Quincy, Illinois, not being satisfied with 
the anesthetics in general use, having seen 
two deaths from chloroform, one occurring 
in his own practice, and disliking the stim- 
ulating or exciting properties of ether, be- 
gan experimenting to see if he could not 
discover or prepare an agent which would 
better suit him for anesthetic purposes. 
Knowing the physiological action of chlo- 
roform, that the greatest danger from its use 
lay in the extreme anemia of the brain and 
nervous system; that in this-condition of 
anemia there was not sufficient blood car- 
ried to the nervous centers controlling the 
organs of circulation and respiration to en- 
able them to continue their functions, he 
thought that if he could combine with the 
chloroform some agent that would over- 
come this tendency to extreme anemia, 
without impairing the anesthetic properties 
of chloroform, his object might be obtained. 

Having a knowledge of the physiological 
properties and actions of ethyl bromide 
and its power of causing congestion of the 
face and brain, he was led to begin experi- 
ments with these two agents. The result of 
these experiments proved to him that if 
these two agents were combined in the pro- 
portions of three parts, by measure, of chlo- 
roform to one part of the ethyl bromide, the 
anemic and depressing action of the chloro- 
form was counteracted by the ethyl bro- 
mide, and that the excitement and conges- 
tion of the brain caused by the ethyl bro- 
mide was antagonized by the chloroform, so 
that in the production of anesthesia there 
was no noticeable or marked change in the 
blood supply of the face and brain.—/owr. 
of the Am. Med. Association. 


THe Hairax Aportion CaAse.—So far 
as we can learn, the facts of this lamentable 
occurrence were as follows: A widow named 
O’Connor, in comfortable circumstances, 
became pregnant and consulted Dr. Law- 
son with reference to the procuring of abor- 
tion. According to the deposition, the 
doctor told her that instruments would 
have to be used and he would charge her 
$50. The operation was performed, and 
two or three days after the woman had a 
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miscarriage, followed by puerperal septice- 
mia and death. The fost-mortem did not 
reveal any signs of instrumental violence. 
A coroner’s inquest was held and the fol- 
lowing verdict was returned: “ That Bridget 
O’Connor came to her death by abortion prac- 
ticed by Dr. Archibald Lawson with crimi- 
nal intent.” On hearing of the woman’s 
death and the nature of her dying deposi- 
tion, Dr. Lawson left the city. Dr. Lawson 
was one of the most prominent members of the 
profession in Halifax, and lecturer on the Prin- 
ciples and Practice of Medicine in the School of 
Medicine.— Canada Medical and Surgical Jour. 


Sik WILLIAM MacCormac IN NEw York. 
The weekly medical publications of New 
York and Philadelphia, of November 3d print 
at length an address delivered at the Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical College, on October 3d 
by Sir William MacCormac. The address 
was in response to a special invitation, and 
the subject, “ Gunshot Wounds,” was one 
to which the personal experience of the 
speaker lent a special interest, and secured 
without difficulty the intelligent apprecia- 
tion of the audience. The lecture itself is 


both interesting and instructive, the subject 
being treated throughout with a masterly 


realism which is secured by an actual famil- 
iarity with the conditions described. Sir 
William’s remarks on resections in military 
surgery-—advocating, as he does, secondary 
in preference to primary operation of this 
nature—come before us with the impress of 
comparative novelty; they appear, however, 
to be both cogent and well considered. 
The sound advice as to caution in probing 
gunshot wounds, where over-zeal or exag- 
gerated surgical curiosity has too often been 
the agent of septic infection to the patient, 
will be approved by all. Numerous exam- 
ples are adduced in which bullets have be- 
come life-long and harmless tenants of lung, 
brain, bone, or even joint-cavities. In the 
treatment of gunshot wounds of the abdo- 
men, Sir William indorses the advice of the 
late Dr. Marion Sims, his colleague and 
chief on the Anglo-American Ambulance 
staff. The rule will no doubt be established 
that soldiers so suffering should not be 
“simply left to die,’ but that an attempt 
should be made (by abdominal section) to 
search for, excise, suture, or appropriately 
treat the injured intestine. In this, as in all 
other operations of military surgery, the 
importance of antiseptic precautions and 
dressings was eloquently described and in- 
sisted on. The whole address was at once 
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a valuable contribution to the science of 
military and true conservative surgery, and 
a graceful conclusion to a visit in which the 
“lavish hospitality and great kindnesses” 
received are modestly attributed, not to any 
personal merit of the recipient, but to the 
goodwill “ of the highly cultured portion of 
the American people to the old country.” 
Medical Times and Gazette. 


KAIRIN AS AN ANTIPYRETIC.—That there 
is still room for a good antipyretic, few 
would probably be inclined to dispute, and 
it is not surprising to find that kairin, in- 
troduced about a year since in Germany, 
has lately been put upon its trial in Boston 
by Drs. Shattuck and F. W. Draper, the 
former of whom gave it in six cases 
of typhoid fever, and the latter in two cases. 
Their cases would seem to show that, when 
administered in a manner to be alluded to, 
kairin has a definite and tolerably speedy 
antipyretic action, and is a fairly safe drug. 
In some patients it induced a certain degree 
of collapse, which was overcome by stimu- 
lants. This may possibly have been due, 
in some degree, to individual susceptibility ; 
its effect seemed to pass off speedily, the 
temperature regaining its former height after 
a short cessation of the drug. The plan of 
administration adopted by both the above- 
mentioned physicians was to give an hourly 
dose of seven grains and a half, commenc- 
ing in the evening and continuing it for 
four, six, eight, or even ten hours consec- 
utively, according to the requirements of 
the case. ‘There was usually free perspira- 
tion after the administration. During the 
rise of temperature that succeeded the fall 
there was often a rigor. The symptoms of 
an overdose* were feeble pulse, pinched 
countenance, and cyanosis of the lips and 
extremities. ‘The drug was rapidly elimi- 
nated, the urine becoming of a dark-green 
color half an hour after the first dose.—A/ed- 
tical Times and Gazette. 


THE THERAPEUTICS OF ADDER’S POISON, 
Dr. Richard Neale writes to us: “In your 
paper of last week, page 606, the value of 
adder’s poison in tetanus is noted as novel. 
A glance at the ‘ Medical Digest’ (Section 
526: 3) will show that, in 1874, the value of 
inoculating the venom of the adder was 
apparently established by several experi- 
ments and observations on cases of hydro- 
phobia—a disease very nearly allied to 
tetanus; and, at Section 1516: 4, a paper 
by a nephew of the illustrious Baron Hum- 
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boldt is noted, in which the inoculation of 
adder’s poison, after it had been attenuated 
by passing it through putrid liver, was 
found to be a certain prophylactic against 
yellow fever. Out of one thousand four 
hundred and thirty eight persons so in- 
oculated only seven took the fever, and 
these recovered.”’—JAfed. Times and Gaz. 


TEMPERANCE AND PHysICAL ENDURANCE, 
Weston, the well-known athlete, commenced 
last week a walking tour, under the auspices 
of the National Temperance League, which 
if persevered in to the end, will constitute 
a feat of physical endurance worthy of the 
highest merit in the annals of pedestrianism. 
(Medical Press.) When starting at mid- 
night on Tuesday from Westminster, West- 
on’s weight was tost. 6lb.; temperature, 
99.2°; pulse, 84; he appeared to be suffer- 
ing from a severe catarrh and hoarseness, 
but was otherwise in excellent health and 
buoyancy of spirits. Several members of 
the medical profession—among whom we 
noticed those redoubtable champions of 
teetotalism, Dr. Richardson and Dr Nor 
man Kerr—assembled at the Palace Hotel 
to see him off and to wish him success on 
on his long and tedious journey. The con- 
ditions under which the walk is undertaken 
are that the pedestrian shall cover fifty miles 
each day for one hundred days, five thou- 
sand miles, giving lectures on temperance 
at the various towns ev route, Sundays and 
Christmas day alone excepted, without al- 
coholic stimulant of any kind, and that 
three judges upon whom reliance can be 
placed shall accompany him in a carriage 
to see that the terms are strictly complied 
with. 


A REMARKABLE CASE OF TRANCE IN THE 
WESTERN INFIRMARY, GLASGOW—A WoMAN 
‘‘ASLEEP” FOR Fiv—E Montus.—A very 
peculiar case at present engages the atten- 
tion of the medical staff of the Western 
Infirmary. (Med. Press.) On the 2oth inst. 
a woman, McInnes by name, who had been 
in an unconscious state for /wenty-/wo weeks, 
was restored to consciousness. The fol- 
lowing is an epitome of the circumstances: 
It appears that a respectable married woman 
named Mrs. McInnes, the wife of a post- 
runner in Moidart, after giving birth to a 
child, became unconscious, and for seven 
weeks lay in bed in a comatose state. It 
was then resolved to convey her to the 
Western Infirmary, Glasgow, for treatment, 
and she entered that institution on the 1st 
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of August last. The case being an unusual 
one, the utmost attention was paid to it, 
but it fairly baffled the professional skill of 
the Western. From the day Mrs. McInnes 
entered the infirmary she remained in the 
same unconscious state till Tuesday. She 
lay on her back, and never moved a muscle. 
Her pulse has averaged 80; her breathing 
was fair; and to keep up her strength she 
was fed three times every day by means of 
the stomach-pump apparatus. No hopes 
were entertained that she would recover, 
and therefore great astonishment was caused 
in the infirmary when it became known that 
Mrs. McInnes on Tuesday morning opened 
her eyes, sat up in bed, and emitted an ex- 
clamation of astonishment on finding where 
she was. During her long sleep most of 
the Glasgow doctors visited her, but on 
Tuesday she was removed to a private 
ward, in order to receive extra attention, 
and, excepting her medical attendants, no 
one was allowed to see her. Professor 
Gairdner and Dr. Cameron have had charge 
of this singular case, which in many respects 
is the most extraordinary of the kind ever 
recorded in Scotland. Mrs. McInnes is, of 
course, very weak, though quite conscious, 
and hopes are entertained of her ultimate 
recovery. Dr. Gairdner promises to give a 
full account of the case in the medical 
journals. It is superfluous to remark that 
he is undecided as to its nature. 


HicH Hee s.—Since the high heel made 
its appearance medical men have more 
than once borne witness to its bad effects. 
(Lancet.) The late Mr. Hilton condemned 


it. Others have done the same. Of late 
years public opinion has done away with 
certain of the long-established extravagances 
of dress, and has given rise to methods more 
agreeable to the symmetrical development 
of the body. We hope that in the process 
of reform, the feet, in which too often 
vanity pays a price which is dangerously 
expensive, will not escape notice. The evils 
of the high-heeled boot or shoe are due to 
the fact that it is an essentially badly fit- 
ting article. It is made in defiance of the 
relation which it ought to bear to the anat- 
omy of the foot, and to the direction in 
which the pressure of the body weight falls 
upon the latter. Hence the peculiarly 
cramped walk of ladies of the present day. 
Any one may observe the consequences of 
the ‘‘advanced position,” nearly under the 
instep, and the increased height, of heel, in 
the substitution of a forward inclination of 
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the body, and a trip suggestive in a measure 
of the stumbling gait, for the upright car- 
riage and the free and graceful swinging 
movement natural to the leg in walking. 
These matters, as far as they are merely 
relative to deportment, do not strictly con- 
cern us, but there are attendant circum- 
stances which deserve comment. The boot 
or shoe in order that it may not shift on 
the foot which has lost much of its usual 
purchase of direct downward pressure, must 
hold it firmly and even tightly, and in 
particular it is necessarily constructed so as 
to hold with undue firmness just above the 
back of the heel. With some persons per- 
haps no inconvenience results, with others 
who have fine skins chafing is readily pro- 
duced. This is in itself a trifle, and is 
presumably altogether too inconsiderable to 
affect the will of fashion, but it may nev- 
ertheless be the slight beginning of graver 
troubles. Probably there is no practitioner 
fairly long acquainted with town practice 
who can not recall a case or cases in which 
extensive inflammation of the leg with ab- 
scess formation has followed even such a 
slight abrasion, and the exciting cause when 
looked for was discovered in the patient’s 
shoe. There have even been instances, 
fortunately rare, but still occasional, where 
abscesses arising round some neglected 
trifle of this kind have ended fatally. These 
are facts which can not be denied, and 
should not be overlooked; but even if they 
could, is there any woman with a mind of 
her own who will say that the dainty step 
so much desired by some, bought as it is at 
the cost of healthy muscular exercise, is not 
overvalued? We rather hope that the hon- 
est feeling and the sound judgment which 
have guided that sex in many better pur- 
poses, will ultimately overcome the false 
sentiment which now leads certain of its 
members to support an unbecoming and 
injurious custom. 


A DentTaL ANOMALY.—Forty-eight years 
old; toothless from birth, entire lack of 
sense of smell, almost entire lack of sense 
of taste; no hairs upon the trunk, never 


perspires. The jaws present the appearance 
of those of an old man who had long lost the 
teeth, there being no alveolar processes, 
though the dental arches were normal. Mu- 
cous membrane of the mouth not different 
from the normal. There was a superfluity 
of capillary growth in the axilla, pubes, and 
on the cheeks; but the scalp possessed only 
the soft fluffy hair of infancy, while the rest 
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of the body was entirely free from the short 
hairs natural to the race. Also no porosity 
was to be observed in the integument indi- 
cating the presence of sweat-glands. The 
skin was always dry, and this lack of sweat 
caused the greatest inconvenience, since his 
body was unable to get rid of heat. In 
summer he was obliged to keep his clothing 
damp. While a lad, working on a farm, if he 
allowed his clothing to dry and delayed re- 
wetting, he became weak and would almost 
fall into convulsions because of the exces- 
sive heat. The heredity of this case is in- 
teresting. His maternal grandmother had 
neither hair nor teeth. His mother was 
normal, but a brother was toothless and 
hairless. The patient’s mother bore twenty- 
one children; eighteen lived to adult age. 
The patient was among the later born. He 
was the only one toothless, though some of 
his brothers never cut certain teeth. Pa- 
tient is father of eight children; two girls, 
aged fourteen and sixteen, lack many teeth 
—the elder, instead of the normal number, 
twenty-eight, has fourteen teeth.—.S¢. Louis 
Courier of Medicine. 


Necro NEcRrRoLoGy.—The following we 
take from the Weekly Medical Review: A 
point of highest importance brought out by 
Dr. Billings is the small expectation of life 
of the colored population of our cities, as 
shown by tables compiled, for the first 
time, we believe, under his direction. From 
these it appears that of one million colored 
infants born in Baltimore, one half will 
have perished before attaining the age of 
two years. A similar mortality prevails in 
other cities where the colored population is 
large. When it is remembered that of an 
equal number of white children born in 
Baltimore, one half will live thirty - five 
years, the disproportion becomes startling, 
and makes imperative a close investigation 
into the causes, conditions, and remedies 
for this lamentable state of affairs. An- 
other interesting feature of these tables is 
the disproportionately greater number of 
aged colored females than of males. Of 
the colored males, there will be left at sixty- 
five years, 57,252—of females, 93,171; of 
males at seventy-five years, 19,440—of fe- 
males, 56,283; of males at eighty-five years, 
2,929—of females, 12,726; of males at 
ninety-five years, 315—of females, 1,477; 
while 75 males and 158 females will attain 
one hundred years of age. As will be seen, 
these figures show rather a remarkably short 
duration of life of colored men than of 
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longevity of colored women, who appear to 
to be much shorter lived than their white 
sisters. 


TRANSIENT ALBUMINURIA.—The follow- 
ing conclusions relative to this interesting 
subject, are given as a result of a great num- 
ber of examinations, by Dr. Millard, in his 
recent work on Bright’s Disease: (1) Albu- 
men is found in the urine of the majority 
of healthy persons, more or less abundantly 
and transient in its character. (2) Rest in 
bed has a clearly marked influence in di- 
minishing the amount of albumen excreted. 
(3) Bodily fatigue greatly influences the 
production of physiological and transient 
albuminuria. (4) Intellectual labor aug- 
ments with most people the quantity of al- 
bumen existing in the urine. 
bathing exerts considerable influence in in- 
creasing physiological albuminuria. (6) Sex- 
ual excitement and menstruation manifestly 
affect albuminuria in the healthy. (7) Al- 
buminuria is as frequent in children as in 
adults, but the quantity of albumen excreted 
is less. (8) Digestion, if accompanied by 
rest, does not exert much influence upon 

‘ physiological albuminuria. 


IMPROVED THERAPEUTICS.—As Dr. Wen- 
dell Holmes pointed out in his valuable 
address, the progress of our knowledge in 
respect of physiology and pathology has, 
thanks to improved methods of study and 
investigation, been simply enormous during 
the last few decades; and it has been steady 
progress—slow, perhaps, but built up grad- 
ually, step by step, on the sure foundation 
of fact. (Medical Times and Gazette.) 
Speculation counts for very little nowadays, 
and our text-books on anatomy no longer 
attempt to determine the exact habitation of 
the soul, though there are hundreds of men 
living, in practice now, who were taught by 
one of the leading anatomists of their stu- 
dent-days that the soul inhabited the pineal 
gland, and that, according to the best au- 
thorities, it invested itself in that body be- 
tween the thirty-fifth and fortieth day of in- 
tra-uterine life. We are, then—and it is not 
said in any spirit of boasting—immeasur- 
ably superior to our predecessors of half a 
century ago both in our knowledge of dis. 
ease-processes and our means of diagnosis. 
Upon this point there can be no manner of 
doubt; and the natural question arises, have 
our advances in treatment been commensu- 
rate with, or borne any definite relation to, 
our more thorough appreciation of disease ? 


(5) Cold” 
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This, after all, is the practical point, and if 
it can not be answered in the affirmative, 
then surely we are failing to fulfill what 
should be the main object of our lives, viz., 
to benefit our fellow-men. 


PARENCHYMATOUS INJECTIONS OF HYPER- 
osmic Acip.—In April last M. Winiwarter 
used injections of hyperosmic acid into the 
tissues of a soft sarcoma of the size of a 
child’s head, situated in the right side of 
the neck. (Lancet.) Every day for four- 
teen days the injection was repeated. Each 
time three drops of an aqueous one-per-cent 
solution of the acid was employed. At the 
end of this time the tumor was completely 
broken down, and the necrosed pieces 
mixed with sero-pus were eliminated by 
incisions made through the skin, which 
remained perfectly sound. No local inflam- 
mation or general disturbance attended the 
treatment. Since then the injections have 
been used with success in a case of sarcoma 
of the shoulder, in cases of multiple lym- 
phomata, scrofulous glands of the neck, and 
other kinds of cervical tumors. With car- 
cinomata of the glands, the result has been 
negative. According to M. Delbastaille, 


the principal advantage of the acid appears 


to reside in its property of acting slightly 
or not at all on healthy tissues, and of con- 
fining its action to the site of injection. 


TERATOGENY.—The influence of external 
physical and mechanical agencies in the 
alteration of the natural order of ontogeny 
has been again verified by some observa- 
tions made by M. Dareste. When the egg 
of the fowl has been submitted to incuba- 
tion only after the lapse of a certain time 
from being laid, a monster is the result; 
this modification is produced rapidly or 
slowly according to the temperature of the 
environment—nine days in summer, and 
twenty-two in winter. Repeated and forci- 
ble succussion before incubation causes 
profound changes in the fecundated egg, 
double heart, ectopia cordis, etc. When 
the shakings are neither numerous nor 
intense, as in carriage by cart, the modifica- 
tions impressed on the germ may disappear 
by rest before the incubation is commenced. 
It is worthy of remark that these two causes 
of teratogeny did not act equally on all 


eggs; some submitted to these conditions 


developed normally. 

[If these statements are facts they are 
marvelous, but Monsieur Dareste is prob- 
ably incorrect. ] 
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OpriumM-SMOKERS.—Dr. Ayres, the British 
Colonial Surgeon at Hong-kong, in his re- 
port on the prisons in that colony for the 
year 1882, says that among the prisoners in 
the gaol who are set down as opium-smokers 
there have been no deaths, and he has not 
found among them any cases of disease 
which could be attributed to this habit. The 
heaviest smoker, a man who consumed in 
this way fifteen grains of opium a day, and 
had been a smoker for thirty years, weighed 
one hundred and seven pounds on entering 
the gaol, and in three weeks he gained three 
pounds, although he underwent the penal 
diet, that is to say, for five days out of fif- 
teen he had to subsist on rice and water 
only. Dr. Ayres declares the opium-smoker 
suffers much less from the enforced depriva- 
tion of the accustomed luxury at once than 
the tobacco-smoker, and there was no parti- 
cular symptom caused by the deprivation. 
Many make no complaint at all. 


BACTERIA, Forms OF Fiprin.—Dr. Gregg, 
of Buffalo, has been conducting some ex- 
periments on bacteria, and publishes the 
following remarkable summary of his labors: 
By boiling a quantity of healthy blood he 
obtained all the forms of bacteria. Then, 
with some pure fibrin obtained from a washed 
clot of blood, and boiling it, proving that it 
was the threads of fibrin broken up into 
pieces and granules that gave the bacteria, 
the same results were obtained. Next, 
some blood was obtained, and rotted under 
warmth, and closely watched for two 
months; and here again the same forms 
were obtained that the fresh-boiled blood 
gave. From these experiments Dr. Gregg 
concludes that all the bacteria of disease are 
forms of fibrin, and, for the general good, 
requests all investigators to repeat his ex- 
perimental work, and report to the public 
the results —Vew York Med. Record. 


AinHUM.—The word “ ainhum”’ is a negro 
term, meaning, as Power and Sedgwick’s 
Lexicon informs us, ‘‘to saw.” In a medical 
sense ainhum is used to designate a disease 
supposed to be peculiar to the negro race, 
consisting in the spontaneous amputation of 
the little toes, unaccompanied by any other 
disorder of the system. ‘The malady be- 
gins as a nearly semicircular furrow in the 
digito-plantar fold, without obvious inflam- 
mation, pain, or ulceration. Gradually the 
furrow becomes deeper and sometimes slight- 
ly ulcerated, and extends to the dorsal sur- 
face. After the toe has swollen in front of 


ing of sweatmeats. 
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this constriction, if left to itself it is either 
trodden off or becomes gangrenous. The 
disease progresses slowly, and the sensibility 
of the toe is said not to be lost.—Zancet. 


A Human Monstrosity.—A curious story 
is told of a man in Alleghany County, New 
York, who had got into the habit of bolting 
all his food to save time in chewing it, and 
also of smoking and chewing tobacco to 
excess and swallowing thejuice. After sev- 
eral years of this swinish life his appetite 
failed, and he thought it necessary to ab- 
stain entirely from food. This he did for 
ten days at first, and soon after resumed 
the old habit. Again and again he repeated 
this course, adding to it a profuse devour- 
Finally he had to pro- 
long his fast for fifty days. The world 
would lose nothing if such monstrosities 
would fast for the remainder of their lives. 
Pacific Med. and Surg. Journal. 


A Lirerary Vice.—One of the most ser- 
ious offenses against good literary taste is 
the interpolation of foreign phrases and 
idioms. The English language is certainly 
capable of expressing any thought. French 
and German phrases are more frequently 
noticed in medical literature than Russian 
or Choctaw, but with no betterreason. The 
chief objection to such pedantry is the fact 
that an English audience is addressed, and 
though the writer may understand foreign 
tongues, the audience, in most part, does 
not. A second reason for avoiding the 
practice is, that the author may not be suffi- 
ciently familiar with the language to be cor- 
rect in its use.— Zhe Polyclinic. 


SALICIN IN INTERMITTENT FEVER. — Dr. 
Chas. Jas. Fox, in the New England Med- 
ical Monthly, says: For some time past I 
have, in the treatment of this type of dis- 
ease, used salicin in the place of quinine 
preparations, and have noted with great 
pleasure its successful results in a large 
number of cases in cutting short the parox- 
ysms of ague. Dr. Fox gives thirty grains 
every two hours till fever is broken, and 
then thirty grains night and morning for 
some days. 


A LacTEAL Srrike.—It is rumored that 
the wet-nurses of Paris in the pay of the 
Assistance Publique intend to strike. They 
receive from fifteen to eighteen francs 
a month, but consider it insufficient, as pri- 
vate families pay at a higher rate. 
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THE EsSENTIALS IN REPORTS.—* The re- 
port of a case,” says Dr. Billings, “in which 
every symptom observed and the effect of 
every remedy given is fully accounted for, 
and in which no residual unexplained phe- 
nomena appear, is usually suspicious, for it 
implies either superficial observation or sup- 
pression or distortion of some of the facts. 
A science of medicine, must depend upon 
the classification of facts, upon the compar- 
ison of cases alike in many respects, but dif- 
fering somewhat either in their phenomena 
or their environment. ‘The great obstacle 
to the development of a science of medicine 
is the difficuly in ascertaining what cases 
are sufficiently similar to be comparable, 
which difficulty is in its turn largely due to 
insufficient and erroneous records of the 
phenomena observed. . . . Very, very few 
are the men who can, by and for themselves, 
see and describe the things that are before 
them. . . . We had to wait long before the 
man came who could see the difference be- 
tween measles and scarlatina, and _ still 
longer for the one who could distinguish 
between typhus and typhoid.”’ 


A Very Turn Skutut.—Dr. J. A. Wyeth 
presented part of a skull at a late meeting 
of the New York Pathological Society, which 


had broken to pieces with a slight blow of 
the hammer when he was about to open it 


for demonstration to his class. The bone 
was but little more than one sixteenth of an 
inch thick. He inquired, would not this 
condition explain how fracture and death 
occurred in some cases where but a slight 
blow had been inflicted upon the head ? 


SASSAFRAS IN Ruus- Potsoninc. — Dr. 
Hinton advises sassafras root in poisoning 
by rhus toxicodendron. He has used it 
upon himself, and in the cases of a great 
many patients, and prefers it to all other 
remedies. A strong infusion is made of 
red sassafras root, allowed to cool, and then 
applied frequently by means of cloths wet 
in it. Recovery may be expected within 
twenty-four hours.—W. Y. Medical Journal. 


Butter Test.—Sulphuric acid is said to 
be a simple, but certain test for adulterated 
butter. Fresh, pure yellow butter, by the 
slightest contact with sulphuric acid, turns 
almost a pure white, while butterine made 
from animal fat changes to a deep crimson. 
When lard or other oils are used the colors 
are diversified, showing all the tints of the 
rainbow.— The Caterer. 
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Dr. REYNOLDS COMPLIMENTED.—With the 
December number of the Medical Herald, 
of Louisville, its late able editor and pro- 
prietor, Dr. Dudley S. Reynolds, retires 
from his connection with it, having sold his 
interests to the publishers. We congratulate 
the retiring editor, both on account of the 
reputation he has won and the prospect of 
more peace in the future.—/our. of the Am. 
Med. Association. 


Tue validity of the new health ordinance 
of St. Paul has been recently tested and: 
sustained by the municipal court of this 
city. Dr. G. Stamm, for neglecting to re- 
port to the health department a case of 
diphtheria which he was attending, was ar- 
rested. and after a jury trial, found guilty 
of an infraction of the ordinance, and fined 
$20 and costs.— Northwestern Lancet. 


Mr. Lister, it is said, has been offered 
and has accepted a baronetcy. So much 
for a successful theory. Baron de Germs 
should be the title of the baronetcy. Lis- 
terism is no more proved to be true than 
is Darwinism; and before the century 
ends Listerism will be discarded and won- 
dered at. 


Wuat Man Is.—Mr. Huxley says the 
body is a machine of the nature of an 
army, each cell is a soldier, each organ a 
brigade, the central nervous system head- 
quarters and field telegraph, the alimentary 
and circulating system the commissariat. 


WHOLESOME FooD FOR THE FRENCH.— 
The prohibition of the importation of 
American hams and bacon into France, 
which had been prohibited from fear of tri- 
chinosis, has been rescinded. 


The meeting of the Linnean Society, De- 
cember 6th, was devoted to the reading and 
discussionof a posthumous essay on Instinct 
by Mr. Charles Darwin. 


A Butter wound of the skull; bullet 
permanently lodged within cranium, with 
perfect recovery, is reported by Dr. Essex 
Bowen in the Lancet. 


A Wipnes chemist has been severely cen- 
sured, by the coroner of the district, for sell- 
ing half an ounce of arsenic to a man who 
poisoned himself. — British Med. Jour. 


A Happy NEw YEAR to all our readers! 
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THE NITRITE OF SODIUM OONTROVERSY. 


The English medical journals have, for 
some weeks past, devoted considerable space 
to a discussion growing out of the recent 


introduction of this salt as a therapeutic 


agent. The question has also taken the 
form of a spirited controversy, excited 
by the appearance of a paper in the Lan- 
cet of November 3d, by Drs. Ringer and 
Murrell, in which the experience of the latter 
with the drug in hospital practice was duly 
set forth. 

Attention seems first to have been called 
to the remedial power of sodium nitrite 
in the treatment of epilepsy by Dr. Law, 
who gives abundant clinical testimony as 
to its therapeutic value in a recent able 
paper in the Practitioner. Having be- 
fore it the researches of Lauder Brunton 
relative to the efficacy of amy] nitrite in an- 
gina pectoris and other acute spasmodic 
nervous affections, and the recent masterly 
demonstrations of Dr. Murrell of a similar 
action for nitro-glycerine in the same class 
of diseases, the profession was prepared 
to think well of any claim set up for any 
one of the nitrite compounds, and the new 
use of the sodium salt was hailed as a ther- 
apeutic discovery of no small importance. 
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With the experience of Dr. Law for a 
starting point, it w%s no more than natural 
that physicians should immediately proceed 
to test the efficacy of the drug in practice; 
and in keeping with this spirit Dr. Murrell 
gave it regularly to out-door patients suf- 
fering with epilepsy who applied to him 
for treatment at the Westminster Hospital. 
Phis physician exercised due caution in 
using for the first time a drug of undetermined 
power, and gave it in doses of ten grains 
only, the dose as prescribed by Dr. Law 
being twenty grains. Under the remedy 
thus exhibited, Dr. Murrell secured excel- 
lent results in the majority of his cases, but 
found that in many of these the drug pro- 
duced giddiness, and other unpleasant 
symptoms, which led him to suspect that 
the dose had been too large, whereupon he 
reduced it to five grains and subsequently 
to three. After this trial Dr. Murrell com- 
municated his experience to Dr. Sidney 
Ringer, who, by a series of experiments on 
animals, demonstrated a much greater ac- 
tivity in the salt than the clinical experience 
of Dr. Law seemed to show, whereupon 
this gentleman discovered that in his inves- 
tigations he had used a very impure speci- 
men of the drug. 

Such is in brief the history of the advent 
of this new therapeutic agent with its prog- 
ress in practice up to the time of the pres- 
ent writing, and from this it would seem 
that sodium nitrite is destined to play an 
important part in the treatment of epilepsy 
and other affections of its class. 

But an unhappy feature of the case, and 
one which shows that even men of high au- 
thority are not exempt from the ills that 
embitter the lives of their less favored co- 
laborers, is that Dr. Murrell has been sub- 
mitted to severe censure for his action in 
treating with a new drug such cases of 
epilepsy as were best circumstanced for the 
study of its action. Charges have been 
preferred against him before the College of 
Physicians, and a sub-committee of the 
Board of Managers of the Westminster 
Hospital animadvert upon his paper and 
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deal with his action in the spirit of at 
least mild censure, while numerous small 
shots, in the way of editorials and epistles, 
through some of the medical journals, have 
been fired at him from various quarters. 

The merits of the case, as viewed from 
this distance, where personal considerations 
can in no way influence judgment, would 
seem to be fairly stated as follows: 

1. That, while Dr. Murrell did take upon 
himself some risk and submit his patients 
to danger by prescribing on a large scale 
a drug of unknown power, his error lay 
in receiving with too much confidence the 
conclusions of Dr. Law, and taking for 
granted that this observer had used a pure 
specimen of sodium of nitrite, a custom 
which, though perhaps not uncensurable, is 
in common practice among physicians in all 
parts of the civilized world. 

2. That his caution in prescribing half 
the dose given by Dr. Law and also laid down 
in certain authoritative works, was in the 
highest degree praiseworthy, and that his 
frankness in telling the whole truth as to the 
results obtained should inspire his contem- 
poraries with naught but the highest respect 
for him as a man and a scientist. 

3. That dispensing chemists should be 
required by law to guarantee the purity 
of their drugs, and that Dr. Law might in 
justice come in for a share of the censure 
for publishing favorable results obtained 
from a drug the purity of which he.had 
not proved. 

4. That it is possible, in the present state 
of human nature, for a young and brilliant 
original investigator in old-world medicine 
to be able to number some envious friends, 
if not a few enemies, among his older and 
less successful contemporaries. 





Dr. V. P. Gisney, with his young and 
beautiful bride, stopped in Louisville on his 
return from a visit to his old home in Ken- 
tucky. He received, on Friday last, the 
congratulations and best wishes of his many 
friends at a brilliant reception given him by 
Mr. and Mrs. T. H. McCoy. 
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Anatomy: Descriptive and Surgical. By HENRY 
Gray, F.R.S. With an Introduction on General 
Anatomy and Development, by T. Holmes, M. 
A., Cantab. Drawings by H. V. Carter, M.D., 
with additional drawings in later editions. Ed- 
ited by T. Pickering Pick, Surgeon to St. 
George’s Hospital, etc. A new American from 
the tenth English edition, to which is added 
Landmarks, Medical and Surgical, by Luther 
Holden, F.R.C.S., with additions by William 
W. Keen, M.D. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s 
Son & Co. 1883. 


The appearance of a new text-book in 
anatomy, in 1858, whose author was a young 
English surgeon, marked an era in anatom- 
ical research and resulted in giving an im- 
petus to this branch of study which is to- 
day felt by all schools in English-speaking 
countries, and whose influence will prob- 
ably continue for many years to come. At 
this time anatomy had, through the labors 
of many distinguished investigators, taken 
rank among the exact sciences, and though 
many able works upon the subject were al- 
ready within reach of the student, there 
was none which was fit in every way to 
serve his needs as a manual for college use. 
The time was auspicious—Mr. Gray took 
in the situation, and by accurate statement 
in the text, faultless wood-cuts (the name 


-of each organ being printed upon its pict- 


ure), and plain directions for dissections, he 
was able to construct one of the most re- 
markable text-books in scientific literature. 

More than a quarter of a century has 
passed since the first edition appeared, many 
new and excellent anatomical text books 
have been devised by distinguished teachers 
in Europe and America; but none of them 
has been able to subtract “one jot or tittle” 
from the popularity of Gray with teachers and 
students of anatomy. This is a triumph in 
book-making seldom attained by a scientific 
man, and itis a matter of regret with all lov- 
ers of anatomical research that the author 
should have died before the greatness of 
his achievement was made manifest. 

While the influence of the work in Eng- 
lish-speaking countries is especially marked, 
it has been received with much favor in other 
lands; its translation into the Chinese lan- 
guage being a noteworthy evidence of its 
world-wide popularity. 

The present edition of Gray’s Anatomy 
comes to us through the hands of several 
eminent English anatomists and surgeons, 
and with the introductory chapter on Histol- 
ogy and Development by Mr. Holmes, the 




















Landmarks, Medical and Surgical, by Mr. 
Holden, and the numerous corrections, an- 
notations, and additions by Mr. Pick and 
his able collaborators, it may be said that, 
without losing any of the force put into it 
by its lamented author, the book stands to- 
day abreast with the times and worthy in 
every particular to support the reputation of 
the best text-book on anatomy in the world. 





A Hand-book of Therapeutics. By SIDNEY 
RINGER, M.D., Piofessor of the Principles and 
Practice of Medicine in the University College, 
Physician to the University College Hospital. 
Fourth edition. New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 
The new edition of this standard work, 

carefully revised by the author, with all 
needful additions, and an elaborate analy- 
tical index by Dr. Theodore Maxwell, will 
be duly appreciated by the physician. 
Though the science of therapeutics may be 
justly accused of tardy development when 
compared with other branches of medicine, 
still will it be found, by a careful survey of 
work done in this department during the 
last ten years, that there has been real 
growth with much promise of future achieve- 
ment. 

For this healthy state of things we are in- 
debted to many wise and painstaking in- 
vestigators on both sides of the Atlantic, 
but to no one more than to Dr. Ringer, 
whose genius for investigation, great learn- 
ing, and good sense have made the results 
of his labors in this department of the great- 
est service to the practitioner. 





A System of Human Anatomy, including its 
Medical and Surgical Relations. By Harri- 
SON ALLEN, M.D., Professor of Physiology in the 
University of Pennsylvania, etc. Illustrated 
with three hundred and eighty figures on one 
hundred and nine plates, many of which are 
beautifully colored; the drawings by Henry 
Faber, from dissections by the author. Also, 
upward of two hundred and fifty wood-cuts in 
the text. Section V. Nervous System. Phila- 
delphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1883. 
The merits of this superb work have al- 

ready been discussed in the columns of the 

News. Suffice it to say that the present 

number is equal in style and execution to 

those which have preceded it. Though too 
elaborate to serve the purposes of a text- 
book, it will be a necessity to real students 
of anatomy. In detail exhaustive, in diction 
condensed and clear, in illustration marvel- 
ous, it is destined to take rank among the 
world’s great scientific works.. 
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RELATION OF THE EYE AND SpinaL Dis- 
EASES. By A. Friedenwald, M.D. Pro- 
fessor of Diseases of the Eye and Ear, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Balti- 
more. (Reprint.) 


DisEasES OF WoMEN. By Geo. C. Pitzer, 
M. D., Professor of the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Diseases of Women, in the Ameri- 
can Medical College, St. Louis, etc. (Re- 
print.) 

ELEMENTS OF SURGICAL PATHOLOGY. By 
Augustus J. Pepper, M.S., M.B., Lond., F. 
R.C.S., Eng.; Fellow of University College, 
London ; Surgeon to St. Mary’s Hospital, 
etc. Illustrated with eighty-one engravings. 
Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 
1883. 

A TREATISE ON SYPHILIS IN NEW-BORN 
CHILDREN AND INFANTS AT THE BREAST. 
By P. Diday, ex-surgeon to the Hospital 
De L’Antiquaille, Lyons, translated by G. 


. Whitley, M.D., with notes and appendix by 


F. R. Sturgis, M.D., Professor of Venereal 
and Skin Diseases in the New York Post- 
Graduate Medical School, etc. Wood’s Li- 
brary of Standard Medical Authors. New 
York: William Wood & Co. 1883. 


SuRGICAL APPLIED ANATOMY. By Fred- 
erick Treves, F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon 
to and Senior Demonstrator of Anatomy at 
the London Hospital; Examiner in Anat- 
omy at the University of Aberdeen, etc. 
Illustrated with sixty-one engravings. Phil- 
adelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1883. 


A TREATISE ON BRIGHT’s DISEASE OF THE 
KIDNEYS, its pathology, diagnosis, and treat- 
ment, with chapters on the Anatomy of the 
Kidney, Albuminuria, and the Urinary Se- 
cretions. By Henry B. Millard, M.D., A. 
M. With numerous original illustrations. 
New York: William Wood & Co., 56 and 
58 Lafayette Place. 1884. 


THE DissecTor’s MANUAL. By W. Bruce 
Clark, M.A., M.B., F.R.C.S., Senior Dem- 
onstrator of Anatomy and Operative Sur- 
gery at Saint Bartholomew’s Hospital, etc., 
and Charles Barrett Lockwood, F.R.CS., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy and Operative 
Surgery at Saint Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
etc. Illustrated with fortygine engravings. 
Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 
1883. 








A case of tubercular disease of the 
tongue mistaken for syphilis is reported in 
the Lancet, December 8th, by Mr. Barker. 
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Selections. 


PEPTONIZED MILK IN AcUTE DysPEpPsiA. 
Five grains of extractum pancreatis and 
twenty grains of bicarbonate of soda are 
dissolved in four ounces of tepid water. 
This is added to one pint of fresh milk 
warmed to the temperature of the body, 
and the mixture is allowed to digest for 
about one hour at a temperature of 100° 
F. The milk, when ready, should have a 
slightly bitter taste, or rather after-taste. It 
is now raised to the boiling point, strained, 
and placed on ice ready for use. 


ABRUS PRECATORIUS AND “Sut’’ Poison- 
1nG.—The seeds of the Adrus precatorius 
have of late been used as a remedy for 
granular lids and other eye affections. The 
plant from which they are obtained belongs 
to the natural order Zeguminosex, and grows 
wild in almost all parts of India. It is men- 
tioned by Susruta and other Sanskrit writers, 
and has long been in use as a medicine 
among the Hindoos. It is familiarly known 
as the Indian liquorice-plant; and the root 
when dried is often sold as a substitute 
for liquorice in the bazaars in Bengal. 
The seeds are of a bright red color with 
a black spot or eye. They are known as 
“‘ Jequirity seeds,” ‘‘ prayer beads,” or “ jum- 
ble beads.”” They are used for ornamental 
purposes, and also by goldsmiths and drug- 
gists, on account of their uniform weight, 
the ruttee being about two grains. Mo- 
hammedan writers describe them under the 
name of Ain-ud-deek, or cock’s-eye, and 
state that they are ‘‘hot and dry, tonic 
and aphrodisiac.” They are said to be 
poisonous when swallowed, but this is prob- 
ably a mistake, as they are eaten as an ar- 
ticle of diet in Egypt. In India they are 
used illegitimately for killing cattle, espe- 
cially by the Chamar or Skinner caste. 
These miscreants powder the seeds, moisten 
them with water, and roll them out into 
little pointed cylinders, or needles, called 
“suis.” The ‘“sui’—or ‘‘sutari,” as it is 
sometimes called from its resemblance to a 
cobbler’s awl—is dried and fixed into a 
wooden handle. The animal is stabbed 
with one of these instruments, the point be- 
ing left in the cellular tissue, and dies in a 
few hours. The abrus contains no alkaloid 
or active principle, but a kind of ferment, 
which possibly acts somewhat in the same 
way as does papayotin, giving rise to the 
formation of enormous numbers of micro- 


cocci and bacteria in the blood. The mor- 
tality among cattle from the prevalence of 
this practice is very great in many parts of 
India. Fortunately ‘‘sui’’ poisoning in 
man is not common, but there are several 
cases on record, and there is every reason 
to suppose that the numbers will increase. 
So little is known about the subject in this 
country, that a source of danger might be* 
overlooked and the cause of death remain 
unsuspected.— Willlam Murrell, M. D., in 
the British Medical Journal. 


INFLUENCE OF HEREDITY IN PHTHISIS.— 
The Medical Press thus comments on some 
points of a discussion which at this time is 
attracting much attention: 

It must, of course, be always a hazardous 
proceeding to argue from the known to the 
unknown; and in nothing is this so certain 
as in the proceeding of those who dispose 
to lay stress on the fact that persons, whose 
family history betrays no hint of phthisical 
tendency must therefore necessarily be free 
from a predisposition to that disease. As- 
sumption is here of doubtful service; but, 
nevertheless, so strong is the belief excited 
by a healthy record, that much difficulty is 
experienced in disabusing the mind of the 
prejudices it gives rise to. That persons 
who do not obviously inherit a predisposi- 


- tion to consumption are thereby unfavorable 


soil for the development of the active agent 
of phthisis—if there be such an organism— 
is tacitly accepted in all discussion on this 
subject; possibly because the effort to grasp 
the existence of an effect without at the same 
time picturing an antecedent cause for it, is 
abhorrent to mindstrained in the method of 
scientific thought. And yet it might be 
almost wiser, even now, to refuse acceptance 
toa theory of such contagion, although by 
so doing we might seem to ourselves to re- 
trograde as far backward as we have of late 
advanced. It is seductive in its simplicity ; 
it affords so ready an explanation of the 
exceptions that occur; it is altogether so 
apparently satisfactory, that this very com- 
pleteness might be taken to indicate the ne- 
cessity for caution in regard to it. Some 
cases, moreover, are, even in the light shed 
on them by later research, obscure puzzles 
in this connection; especially those which 
would come into the category of communi- 
cated phthisis, but in which the onset of 
symptoms is very long delayed. In the re- 
port referred to above, no more than three 
cases are described as running a course ex- 
ceeding two years in duration; and these 
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even do not resemble those sometimes 
observed, in which a wife who survives a 
consumptive husband, and has neither 
inherited, nor is in any way predisposed to 
phthisis, as far as appears, and who, after 
living, it may be, three or four years in per- 
fect health, at length becomes herself a vic- 
tim of consumption. Can it be that the 
poison of phthisis has been lying dormant 
in the system in such cases, hidden away in 
some remote recess of living tissue, waiting 
only the first occurrence of breaking health 
or the onset of a natural crisis to demon- 
strate the intrinsic viciousness of its powers. 
Some explanation such as this may be the 
one to choose; and possibly the time is not 
far distant when there will be light enough 
to read the darkest page this chapter of 
clinical history contains. 

[We number among our acquaintances a 
lady who seven years ago nursed her hus- 
band for several months, with phthisis; which 
finally resulted in his death. She has been 
ever since in good health, but in the mean 
time has lost three sisters from the disease. | 


PuRULENT PeRICARDITIS.—Dr. Samuel 
West read notes of a case of purulent peri- 
carditis treated by incision and occurring in 
the course of pyemia. (Lancet report Path- 
ological Society of London.) The case was 
under the care of Mr. Savory. The patient 
was a lad aged fourteen years, who ten days 
after a severe fall developed an abscess in 
the left shoulder, which was incised and 
subsequently counter-opened. In addition 
to pyrexia there were cyanosis and dyspnea 
with the physical signs of pneumonia of left 
base. Some days later a few ounces of 
serum were removed from the left pleura. 
A second puncture a little later revealed 
no fresh fluid. The pericardium was felt to 
be full of fluid by the finger inserted into 
the side wound, and was incised, with re- 
moval of twenty-four ounces of pus. The 
patient was relieved for the time, but the 
dyspnea and cyanosis continued, and the 
patient subsequently died in the ninth week 
from the accident. The autopsy showed a 
large abscess in the left thigh and inflam- 
mation of the left ankle-joint. There was 
extensive thickening of the mediastinal tis- 
sues, the arteries being deeply embedded in 
it. The left pleura was divided by adhe- 
sions into three parts, each containing se- 
rous fluid; the pericardium was in great 
part obliterated, except at the apex; there 
was no obstruction of any of the vessels. 
The case resembled those originally de- 


scribed by Kussmaul in the extensive medi- 
astinitis, but there was no ascertained ob- 
struction of the vessels. The present was 
believed to be only the third case in which 
the pericardium had been freely laid open 
for purulent pericarditis. The first was 
under the care of Professor Rosenstein of 
Leyden. ‘The patient was a boy aged four- 
teen. The pericardium was twice incised, 
and recovery ultimately took place. The 
second case had been published by Dr. West 
in the Transactions of the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society. It was an instance of 
idiopathic purulent pericarditis in a lad aged 
seventeen, who completely recovered in five 
weeks. Dr. West drew attention to the fact 
that in this case incision had entirely re- 
lieved the pericardium, which was rapidly 
tending toward obliteration fourteen days 
after the operation, and that death appeared 
rather to be due to the other lesions present. 
Dr. West held that the surgical interference 
with the pericardium was not more danger- 
ous than, if indeed so dangerous as, that 
with the pleura or peritoneum. 


TREATMENT OF NETTLERASH.—Dr. Mc- 
Call Anderson, in a recent lecture (British 
Medical Journal), advises the following : 

The first point in the management of any 
case of urticaria is to endeavor to find out, 
and, if possible, to remove the cause or 
causes, the nature of which has already 
been sufficiently considered in a former 
section. 

Jn acute cases the eruption generally sub- 
sides within two or three days, when no 
treatment is adopted ; but generally a sharp 
purge is of use, especially when, as in the ma- 
jority of instances, the eating of some indi- 
gestible food, or digestive derangement, is 
at the root of the mischief; and, if we have 
reason to believe that such food is still in 
the stomach, as indicated by nausea, etc., 
an emetic of mustard, ipecacuanha, or sul- 
phate of zinc, may be administered at the 
outset. In all such cases, stimulating food 
and drink should be avoided, and the diet 
should be of the simplest kind. 

In chronic cases, a similar line of treat- 
ment should be pursued under similar cir- 
cumstances, and, where we have reason to 
suspect that it results from the digestion be- 
ing disturbed by some particular kind of 
food, the nature of which varies in different 
persons, owing to their peculiar idiosyn- 
crasy, we may with advantage follow the 
advice of Willan, who wrote, “I have de- 
sired several persons affected with chronic 
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urticaria to omit first one, and then another 
article of food. or drink, and have thus been 
frequently able to trace the cause of the 
symptoms. This appeared to be different 
in different persons. In some it was malt 
liquor, in others, spirit, or spirit and water ; 
in some, white wine; in others, vinegar; in 
some, fruit; in others, sugar; in some, fish; 
in others, unprepared vegetables.” Like 
most other observers, however, he found 
that, in some cases, a complete alteration of 
the diet was not of the least avail. It 
would be quite out of place to refer to the 
means to be taken for the removal of the 
many other causes of this affection, as these 
must be treated upon general principles, 
and in the same way as we should do if 
they were independent of urticaria. 

When no cause can be made out, or 
where the supposed cause has been re- 
moved, and the eruption continues to crop 
up, we must treat it empirically. We may, 
for example, try the effect, as Trousseau 
suggested, of the administration of sulphuric 
ether in doses of twenty to forty drops in 
water, or of quinine in full doses, or of ar- 
senic, which is only exceptionally useful. 
But the medicines from which, perhaps, 
most is to be expected are atropia and bro- 
mide of potassium; the former may be ad- 
ministered subcutaneously at night, or night 


and morning, the initial dose for an adult. 


being one hundredth of a grain (e.g. five 
minims of a solution of one grain of sul- 
phate of atropia in five hundred of water) ; 
the latter in doses of ten grains dissolved in 
water three times a day. In either case the 
dose should be gradually increased, e7ther 
until the disease begins to yield, or until the 
supervention of the usual physiological effects 
renders it unsafe to push the experiment 
further. Occasionally, good results are ob- 
tained from the continuous current of elec- 
tricity for ten minutes night and morning, 
one sponge (the positive pole) being applied 
to the top, and the other to the bottom of 
the spine. 

In obstinate cases a complete change of 
air and scene and occupation is desirable, 
and sometimes advantage is obtained from 
visiting one of the alkaline spas, as Vichy, 
or from a course for three or four weeks of 
the baths of Leuk, in Switzerland. 

Local treatment is generally resorted to, 
more with the view of alleviating the dis- 
tress of the patient than in the hope that it 
will cut short the disease. The parts, for 
example, may be sponged with vinegar and 
water, or with eau de Cologne, or with a lo- 
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tion of carbolic acid. An ointment contain- 
ing chloroform or a mixture of chloral and 
camphor may sometimes be of service, and 
in exceptional cases not only temporary re- 
lief, but permanent benefit may result from 
the use of the tarry preparations, such as a 
lotion composed of equal parts of tar, soft 
soap, and rectified spirit. 


D1acnosis or DiaBeTes.—A correspond- 
ent writes to the Gazette de Hopitaux on a 
simple means of recognizing this disease. 
Every time that a patient, in consulting him, 
passed the tongue several times between 
the lips in the course of conversation, he 
concluded at once that his client was dia- 
betic. Out of thirty-four cases not once 
did he observe an exception to the rule. 
The reason why is easily understood—dry- 
ness of the mouth—a fact well known to 
all.—Afedical Press. 

[Truly, very absurd. Dry lips come 
from fever, fear, and many causes, and not 
a few women lick their lips to keep them 
dewy. Dogs do this after eating, and when 
expecting food. | 


Syrup or Dover’s Powper.—The Am. 
Jour. Pharm. recommends the following: 
Deodorized tinct. of opium, . . f. % viij; 
Syrup of ipecac.,. . ‘os «RG 
Simple syrup,. . . q.s. to make f. 3 Ixxv. 
Each fluid dram contains one half grain 
each of opium and ipecac. The addition 
of potassium sulphate (discarded in the new 
officinal formula) would probably make the 
preparation no better. 








ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


OrFiciAL List of Changes of Stations and 
Duties of Officers of the Medical Department, 
U.S. A., from December 15, 1883, to December 22, 
1883. 

Campbell, John, Lieutenant-Colonel and Surgeon, 
having completed the duties pertaining to the of- 
fice of the Medical Director of the late Depart- 
ment of the South, to proceed from Newport 
Barracks, Ky., to New York City, and assume the 
duties of attending surgeon in that city. (Par. 12, 
S.O. 284, A.G.O., December 12, 1883.) Clements, 
Bennett A., Major and Surgeon, relieved from duty 
as attending surgeon, New York City, and detailed 
as member of Army Medical Examining Board, 
now in session in New York City. (Par. 12, S.O. 
284, A.G.O., December 12, 1883.) Welliams, John 


W., Major and Surgeon, leave of absence on sur- 
geons certificate of disability granted in S.O. 157, 
November 12, 1883, Department of the Columbia, 
extended five months on surgeon’s certificate of 
disability. 
14, 1883.) 


(Par. 6, S.O. 286, A.G.O., December 














